
1   The Strategy 

Pick an  
undiscovered 
destination. 

Scattered through-
out the Caribbean, 
overshadowed by the 
better-known desti-
nations, are under-
the-radar islands 
with fewer crowds 
and lower prices. 
They’re rarely direct 
flights (a short ride 
on a puddle jumper 
is usually involved), 
but the reward will be 
pristine shores and 
great deals. 
 

The Destination 
 Vieques, 

Puerto Rico
 

Puerto Rico may be 
packed with visi-
tors throughout the 
winter, but just off 
its eastern shore, 
the minuscule island 
of Vieques is still 
relatively unknown to 
tourists. That means 
that its white-sand 
beaches – some of 
the loveliest in all the 

Caribbean – are un-
crowded or, in many 
cases, completely 
empty. And that 
means lower prices 
at inns and resorts. 
Hacienda Tamarindo, 
a small, romantic inn 
with a gigantic tama-
rind tree growing up 
through its middle, 
has balconies over-
looking the beach, 
rooms decked out 
with antiques, and an 
honor bar where pa-
trons can help them-
selves anytime they 
please. Ringing in at 
just under $200 per 
night during high sea-
son, it’s an unbeatable 
deal for a high-qual-
ity stay. Meanwhile, 
down the road at the 
trendier W, a more 
contemporary take 
on relaxing pervades 
– by way of infinity 
pools surrounded by 
bright, funky lounge 
chairs, guest rooms 
filled with modern 
art, and a gorgeous 
spa you may just want 
to move into. And it’s 
also one of the less 
expensive properties 
in the W family, with 
rooms that start from 
$269 per night if you 
book ahead. 

No matter where 

you stay on the island, 
the wildlife is a key 
attraction; tour the 
mangrove forests, 
search for sea turtles 
on the beach, and 
check out the truly 
unforgettable biolu-
minescent bays, in 
which you can swim 
with tiny plankton 
that light up at your 
touch.

 
The Details 

Hacienda Tamarindo, 
Vieques, Puerto Rico, 
787-741-8525, haci-
endatamarindo.com, 
rates from $195.  
The W, Vieques, 787-
741-4100, wvieques
.com, rates from $269. 
Flights from Boston 
to San Juan, five hours 
on JetBlue; flights 
from San Juan to  
Vieques, 30 minutes 
on Cape Air.

2   The Strategy 
Go as a group.

 
Does the idea of a 
private tropical home 
with wraparound 
porticos and trade-
wind breezes appeal? 
Recruit some friends 
and rent a villa. 
Groups of travelers 
can book a property 
for much less than 
the cost of staying at 
a resort. Bonus: The 
price often includes 
cooks and other staff 
members to make you 
feel like you’re really 
on vacation.

 
The Destination 

 Merida,  
Mexico

 
Merida, full of cul-
tural attractions, is 
located across the Yu-
catan Peninsula from  

Cancun. Hacienda 
Petac was once a plan-
tation that produced 
sisal, a fiber from 
cactus used for mak-
ing rope. Now there 
are luxurious rooms 
in plantation build-
ings on the romantic 
ruined grounds, the 
former irrigation tank 
has been transformed 
into an outdoor pool, 
and rooms in the 
main house have be-
come beautiful guest 
spaces decorated with 
wooden antiques. 
Included with the stay 
are authentic Yucate-
can meals served by a 
gracious team – just 
try sitting down at the 
pool without being 
asked if you want a 
cerveza and guacamo-
le – and alcohol sold at 
cost. The staff also ar-
ranges expeditions to 
nearby Mayan ruins, 
visits to a beachside 
flamingo preserve, 
and swimming in 
underground rivers. 
Best of all is the price: 
just $10,500 a week 
for 10 people – that 
is, a little more than 
$2,000 per couple. 
Many Caribbean all-
inclusives cost four or 
five times as much. 

 
The Details

Hacienda Petac,  
Merida, Mexico,  
800-783-6904,  
haciendapetac.com, 
starting at $8,400 
per week for one to 
five people, $10,500 
per week for six to 10. 
Flights from Boston 
to Merida, nine  
hours (one stop)  
on Continental 
Airlines; drive from 
Merida to hacienda, 
30 minutes.

 ON THE FLY
It’s not too late to make that dream vacation an affordable reality 
this winter.  A l e x a n d r a  H a l l  a n d  M i c h a e l  B l a n d i n g
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The gods of Caribbean travel love to toy with 
Bostonians. Just when we’ve had our fill of snowbanks and 
windburn  –  when we need a beach getaway more than ever, 
that is  –  is also the time when it can be the toughest to get 
ourselves to that warm idyll. If it isn’t prohibitive resort 
rates deterring you, it’s the  trip itself. After all, by the time 
you get to the airport and change planes in Miami or San 
Juan (with the inevitable lengthy layover), and then drive to 
the resort, the vacation seems half over. 

But here’s  a ray of sunshine: With a little planning and a 
few clever booking strategies, you can keep costs and travel 
time in hand.

an island GEM Splash 
away the winter blues 
in the warm waters of  
Vieques, Puerto Rico. 
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3   The Strategy

Find a hotel 
with self- 
catering 
apartments. 

Having access to a 
kitchen can be a huge 
money-saver for 
groups – and an even 
bigger sanity-saver 
for families. Traveling 
with tykes requires 
making life as easy as 
possible, preferably 
by staying at a resort 
complete with plenty 
of helpful services, a 

big pool, and a chil-
dren’s center or a slew 
of planned kids’ activi-
ties. Alas, with mul-
tiple mouths to feed, 
the cost of restaurant 
dining at such a place 
can be a budget-break-
ing expense. 

 
The Destination 

 The Westin 
Dawn Beach  
Resort on  
St. Maarten 

A cluster of tastefully 
furnished, spacious 
apartments, the con-
dos at the Dawn Beach 
Resort provide kitch-
ens along with full-on 
ocean views. The 
residences are only 
a few minutes’ walk 

from the rest of the 
resort, where you’ll 
have access to a mul-
titiered pool perched 
on a beautiful beach, 
along with a drop-off 
kids club, and ameni-
ties for mom and dad, 
like a sprawling spa, 
casino, and a happen-
ing swim-up pool bar.

 
The Details

The Westin Dawn 
Beach Resort, Oys-
ter Pond Road, St. 
Maarten, Netherland 
Antilles, 721-543-6700, 
westinstmaarten.com, 
four-person condos 
start at $795. Flights 
from Boston to St. 
Maarten, nine hours 
(one stop) on Ameri-
can Airlines.

4    The Strategy 

Find a deal on 
a package.

 
Banish thoughts of 
flea-ridden hotels 
or soulless beach re-
sorts – thanks to the 
economy, even the 
most upscale hotels 
and resorts are now 
offering package deals 
as an alternative to 
dropping their base 
rates. Some throw in 
an extra night for free; 
others include meals 
or excursions. To find 
them, visit Internet 
travel sites such as Ex-
pedia or Hotels.com 
– or simply visit the 
websites of individual 
resorts in your desti-
nation. 

The Destination 

 St. Lucia
 

It’s hard to imagine a 
more romantic get-
away than St. Lucia, 
a lush volcanic island 
best known for its star 
attraction: the twin 
emerald-green peaks 
known as the Pitons. 
(If you need more 
validation, the reality 
show The Bachelor has 
filmed there not once, 
but twice.) Located 
at the foot of those 
mountains, Jalousie 
Plantation is offer-
ing spa packages that 
include a treatment, 
daily breakfasts, and a 
free fourth night. 

Nearby, a famed 
chocolate maker has 

w i n t e r  t r av e l

View to a volcano 
Hotel Chocolat is set on 
a cocoa plantation near 
the Pitons, Saint Lucia’s 
twin peaks.

just opened a property, Hotel 
Chocolat, The Hotel, fittingly 
located on the grounds of a 
cocoa plantation. Packages 
include not only all meals, 
but also a “tree-to-bar” tour, 
where guests do everything 
from harvesting cacao pods to 
making (and presumably eat-
ing) their own chocolate bars 
– and then can work it off with 
a guided hike up the 800-foot-
high Gros Piton. 

 
The Details

Jalousie Plantation, Soufri-
ere, St. Lucia, 758-456-8000, 
jalousieplantation.com, rates 
from $303, four-night spa 
package $2,700; Hotel Choco-
lat, The Hotel, Soufriere, 800-
757-7132, hotelchocolat.com, 
rates from $550, three-night 
packages from $2,400. Flights 
from Boston to St. Lucia, eight 
hours (one stop) on JetBlue.

5   The Strategy 

GO Camping in  
the Caribbean. 

The Caribbean doesn’t natu-
rally lend itself to the idea of 
“roughing it” – after all, when 
people say “Life’s a Beach,” 
they usually don’t think about 
pitching a tent on one. But 
it’s actually the perfect place 
for sleeping outdoors, with 

warm temperatures and soft 
breezes, not to mention the 
ability to save big money. Is-
land campgrounds range from 
tent platforms on the beach to 
screened-in cottages over-
looking the surf.

THE Destination 

 St. John
 

Nearly half of the island of 
St. John is national parkland, 
making it greener and quieter 
than its rowdier neighbor 
in the US Virgin Islands, St. 
Thomas. Within the national 
park boundary, Maho Bay 
Camps is more of a tent city 
than a campground; wood-
framed cottages with fabric 
sides have both electricity and 
propane stoves. Activities at a 
nearby private beach include 
sailing and other watersports 
and yoga classes. Across the 
island, the camp’s sister prop-
erty, Concordia Eco-Resort, 
offers multilevel treehouses 
with views of azure waters 
and efficiency cottages that 
can fit up to four people at 
bargain rates and are so plush 
they barely feel like camping.

The Details

Maho Bay Camps, St. John, US 
Virgin Islands, 800-392-9004, 
maho.org, rates from $140; 
Concordia Eco-Resort, 800-
392-9004, concordiaeco- 
resort.com, from $160. Flight 
to St. Thomas, seven hours 
(one stop); ferry to St. John, 
about 20 minutes.

roughing it? Maho Bay 
Camps rents tent-cottages 
near a private beach on St. 
John, US Virgin Islands.  
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Caribbean 
Continued from page 37

superlative interna-
tional food are as close 
to an elegant Balinese 
resort as it gets in this 
hemisphere. Rather 
not splurge? The Grand 
Turk Inn is a small and 
friendly spot in a pretty 
Bermudian building, 
and it’s run by two sis-
ters who’ve decorated 
it meticulously with 
antiques and their art 
collection. 

 
The Details

Parrot Cay, Providen-
ciales, Turks and Cai-
cos, 649-946-7788,  
parrotcay.como.bz, 
from $900 a night; 
Grand Turk Inn, Grand 
Turk, 649-946-2827, 
grandturkinn.com, 
from $300 a night. 
Flights from Boston to 
Turks and Caicos, four 
hours (nonstop) on 
JetBlue.

7   The Strategy

Pick a lesser-
known part  
of a popular  
destination. 

 
Rates fall dramatically 
once you head outside 
the most popular tour-
ist zones – even when 
you stay on a popular 
island.

 
THE Destination 

 The north-
east coast of  
the Dominican  
Republic

 
While the mega-resorts 
around Santo Domingo 
thump with revelers and 
long lines at the buffets, 
several northeast-coast 
beach towns offer af-
fordable relaxation on a 
beautiful and quiet slice 
of the island. Balcones 
del Atlantico resort 

6   The Strategy 

Look for  
direct 
flights.

They used to be 
nigh-impossible to 
score, but thanks to 
the new profusion 
of low-cost carriers 
at Logan and more 
competition than 
ever among airlines, 
direct flights from 
Boston to sunshine 
are more plentiful 
than ever. JetBlue 
leads the pack with 
service to Aruba, St. 
Maarten, Turks and 
Caicos, and at least 
a half-dozen other 
warm-weather des-
tinations. American, 
Delta, and USAir 

also offer a smatter-
ing of direct flights 
from Logan. Some 
destinations are 
amazingly quick to 
get to – for example, 
Bermuda, only a two-
hour flight from Bos-
ton, or the Bahamas, 
which is only three. 
Direct flights aren’t 
always the cheapest, 
but picking a desti-
nation with compe-
tition from carriers 
can help keep prices 
down, even when 
booking last minute. 

THE Destination 

 Turks  
and Caicos

JetBlue averages 
the cheapest and 

quickest rides to 
Providenciales, 
where you’ll find 
yourself landing 
next to dancing 
palms and gin-clear 
waters after just 
four hours in the 
air. Flights average 
only $200-$300 in 
high season if you 
book by the end of 
November, when 
prices start rising. 
Once there, redi-
rect the cash you’ve 
saved on a flight 
toward a room at 
the sublime Parrot 
Cay resort. Perched 
on a breathtaking 
slip of an island, its 
chic Asian-inspired, 
clean-lined design, 
world-class spa, and 
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opened recently, spot-
lighting villas with full 
kitchens. But guests are 
encouraged to leave the 
resort – for nature adven-
tures like whale watch-
ing (humpback whales 
migrate to the area’s shore 
every winter), cave tours, 
and hikes to El Limon 
Falls. At less than $400 
per night for a four-person 
villa, its value is pretty 
hard to resist. On the more 
rustic (but no less charm-
ing) end, there’s Eva Luna. 
It cossets guests in rooms 
washed in soothing colors 
with terraces, and a down-
right lovely pool is steps 
from the town’s main 

beach. The average final 
tally? Around $100 per 
night – which means you 
get a vacation from high 
credit card bills and from 
the cold.

 
The Details

Balcones del Atlantico, 
Las Terrenas, Samana, 
Dominican Republic, 866-
617-7625, balconesdel- 
atlantico.rockresorts 
.com, two-bedroom  
villas from $399 a night;  
Eva Luna, Las Terrenas,  
Samana, 809-978-5611, 
villa-evaluna.com, from 
$100 a night. Flights from 
Boston to Santo Domingo, 
about five hours (non-
stop) on JetBlue. 

Alexandra Hall and Michael 
Blanding are frequent con-
tributors. Send comments to 
magazine@globe.com.
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Fill in the grid so every row, column, and 3x3 box 

has the digits 1-9. Tips at sudoku.com.

SUDoKu  >  By Pappocom

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60 61

62 63 64 65 66

67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74

75 76 77 78

79 80 81 82

83 84 85 86 87 88

89 90 91 92

93 94 95 96

97 98 99 100 101 102 103 104 105

106 107 108 109

110 111 112 113

114 115 116 117

Solutions on Page 38THE GLOBE PUZZLE  >  UNCOMMON SENSES  By Emily Cox and Henry Rathvon

ACROSS
	 1	Miami cagers
	 5	Jazz pianist Art
	 10	Bygone Renault 

compact
	 15	Categorize
	 19	Out of action
	 20	Classic 

toothpaste name
	 21	Country rocker 

Steve
	 22	Gallic girlfriend
	 23	One meaning of 

“pen”
	 25	One meaning of 

“must”
	 27	Takes a breath
	 28	Cake coater
	 30	City on the Loire
	 31	Music-making 

Tori
	 32	Neatnik’s 

nemesis
	 33	Hindu aphorism
	 35	`Lord Jim` 

author
	 38	Perches for 

barflies
	 40	Waves goodbye 

to
	 44	Pre-bar exams
	 45	One meaning of 

“ounce”
	 47	Quantum of 

animation
	 48	Insubstantial

	 49	Juicy fruit
	 50	Clark’s cohort in 

comics
	 51	Disaster-aid 

agcy.
	 52	`La __` 

(69-Across, in 
France)

	 53	One meaning of 
“burden”

	 57	“Ditto here”
	 58	Condition
	 60	Flight 

components
	 61	Spatula, for one
	 62	Appliers of polish
	 64	Day divs.
	 65	Field left by the 

Dodgers
	 67	Bandmate of 

Richards
	 69	Debussy work, in 

English
	 72	Shrews, voles, 

etc.
	 75	Scent, to 

66-Down
	 76	One meaning of 

“painter”
	 78	Granola tidbit
	 79	Add staff
	 80	Betty of toons
	 81	Inimical emotion
	 82	Kind of cotton
	 83	Minus, for short
	 84	One meaning of 

“panic”
	 88	Hypothesize
	 89	Promoted in 

chess
	 91	Believe it or not
	 92	Tsk-tsk dearth?
	 93	Forbidding words
	 95	Nutshell’s 

contents
	 96	Accessory for 

Batman
	 97	Charles of `Kings 

Row`
	100	Something spun
	102	Party 

announcement?
	106	One meaning of 

“fetch”
	108	One meaning of 

“patch”
	110	Christian in 

couture
	111	Specialized 

patois
	112	Takes a way out
	113	“One” on a coin
	114	Tournament VIP
	115	Intense cravings
	116	What Vikings 

spoke
	117	Drinks like a dog

DOWN
	 1	Retro sound 

system
	 2	Lost paradise

	 3	Help for the 
needy

	 4	Mad affair with 
Alice

	 5	Steering linkage 
part

	 6	Cathedral 
sections

	 7	Marbles to shoot
	 8	Merkel of `42nd 

Street`
	 9	Barry who sang 

“Mandy”
	10	Not too hard to 

read
	11	Work hard for
	12	Magnets for 

climbers
	13	Skier’s 

playground
	14	Types in again
	15	Spa facilities
	16	Fail to mention
	17	Gluten-free grain
	18	Golfer’s supply
	24	Beans in 

succotash
	26	`Collapse` 

author Diamond
	29	Neato-keen
	32	UConn locale
	34	Speedy Bolt
	35	“C” in a toolbox
	36	Wickerworker’s 

willow
	37	One meaning of 

“defile”
	38	Unexpected 

obstacle
	39	Green energy 

option
	 41	One meaning of 

“rote”
	 42	`Cherchez la __`
	 43	Natural talent
	 45	Mister, in Mexico
	 46	Aplomb
	 49	“Cheese” sayer
	 51	Strong suit
	 53	Sometime Celt 

rival
	 54	Anesthetic of old
	 55	Modern Persian
	 56	Ready to bake?
	 57	Glove material
	 59	Hard to pin down
	 61	Music producer 

Burnett
	 63	Tolerated
	 66	See 75-Across
	 67	Mr. Public?
	 68	`Au revoir`
	 70	Board, in a way
	 71	Horrified
	 73	Native of Sri 

Lanka
	 74	Sabermetrics 

data
	 76	“World,” in 

Esperanto
	 77	Glaswegian girl
	 80	Plant living two 

years
	 82	High and mighty
	 84	Broth brand
	 85	Instigates
	 86	Show with Jane 

Lynch
	 87	`__ Don’t Eat 

Quiche`

	 88	Opium-yielding 
plant

	 90	Georgia’s 
Shevardnadze

	 92	Lombardy 
province

	 94	Debris under a 
tree

	 96	Fringe factions
	 97	Dirty rotten 

scoundrels
	 98	Aunt Bee’s 

charge
	

99	Initials for Elks
	101	Razzing yell
	102	Use a swizzle 

stick
	103	Isle near Mull
	104	Beginner’s 

course?
	105	Vanishing shade-

givers
	107	Capote, to 

friends
	109	Utensil label

on the quiet side Stay 
in a villa at Balcones del 
Atlantico, on the Dominican 
Republic’s northeast coast.   


